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Wilton News

Director of Education Awarded National Scholarship

Director of Education, William Strollo received The National Society 
of The Colonial Dames of America Scholarship to attend Attingham 
Summer School.

Wilton House Museum’s Director of Education and Public Relations, 
William Strollo, was accepted into the distinguished Attingham 
Summer School earlier this spring.  William will spend three weeks 
in July travelling to English country houses to study their collections, 
architecture, landscape, and history.  Badminton House, Kedleston 
Hall, Chatsworth, and Broughton Castle are among the thirty sites he 
and his fifty classmates will visit during the course.  Attingham Summer 
School alumni include Executive Director Keith MacKay, Museum Board 
member Susie Rawles, and Membership Committee Chair Brantley 
Knowles. 

William Strollo was awarded The National Society of The Colonial 
Dames of America Scholarship upon his acceptance to the program.  
This scholarship is awarded annually to one staff member of a NSCDA 
site accepted into the Summer School.  This scholarship is the only one 
offered for the summer school program that covers the cost of the tuition 
and provides the recipient with a travel stipend.  Additionally, individual 
Virginia Dames donated funds to help defray further travel expenses.  “The generosity from both the Virginia Dames 
and National is overwhelming,” says William Strollo, “I cannot wait to share what I have learned after I return.”  

Look for updates from William on our blog, Facebook page, and Twitter while he is travelling in England.  



The 2013-2014 Annual Fund had a very successful year ending, with $121,769.  The 
Development committee, chaired by Fran Kay and Sallie Schmidt, welcomed 134 first time 
donors.  Along with an increase in first-time donors, we saw an increase in gift size from our 
many donors. Wilton is truly grateful for the tremendous support from so many individuals, 
foundations, and corporations. 

These meaningful dollars allowed Wilton House Museum to fulfill its mission of historic 
preservation and education. Highlights of Annual Fund dollars in action include:

	 	 	 •	 Restoration	of		four	19th	century	silhouettes
	 	 	 •	 Educational	outreach	with	Colonial	Kids	Camp	scholarships	
	 	 	 •	 Educational	programming	for	visiting	students	and	teachers
	 	 	 •	 Funding	for	Wilton’s	lectures,	exhibitions,	and	events
	 	 	 •	 Maintenance	of	our	historic	collection	and	grounds
	 	 	 •	 Painting	the	ladies’	restroom	in	the	dependency

Grant support to Wilton House Museum provided essential funding for necessary HVAC 
upgrading and repairs and funding for technological and other equipment upgrades in the 
museum’s classroom. These efforts help us preserve our collection while providing increased 
access to the collection both on-line and in-class. 

Foundations generously provided essential funding for our inaugural Wilton on the Road, 
educational programing of bringing Wilton to the classroom,  Jammin’ on the James our 
popular concert series, and the Randolph Family Reunion exhibition, which allowed us to 
assemble all Randolph-family related objects in the collection. 

The Kirby Fund provided the majority of the funding required to conserve the fragile 
remaining textiles of the Alexander Spotswood waistcoat.

Donations to the collections fund an encouraging response to the museum’s recent acquisition 
of Thomas Sully’s portrait of Governor Peyton Randolph (see Spring 2014 newsletter) also 
added to this record-level support for Wilton House Museum.

The Annual Report will be published later in the summer to fully detail and celebrate this 
outstanding year of philanthropy.

The year in Philanthropy...
       June 1, 2013 - May 31, 2014



Creation of the Mary K. Hubard Fund 

We are honored to announce the formation of the Mary K. 
Hubard Fund.  This fund will support Wilton House Museum’s 
education initiatives.  Over many years the Hubard family has 
generously provided essential funds in support of exhibitions, 
internships, student field trips, and community outreach. 
The Hubard family’s establishing of the Mary K. Hubard Fund 
will continue this legacy of support long into the future. The fund 
is named in honor of Mary Knox Hubard (1918 – 2011). “As long 
as I can remember,” recalls Harrison Hubard Jr., “my mother 
loved Wilton House and the work of the Colonial Dames.  Her 
support of Wilton continued after we moved from Richmond 
to Norfolk and she was particularity pleased with her daughter-
in-law Kenzie’s commitment to advancing the mission of the 
organization.”  It is with heartfelt gratitude that we remember 
this devotion and look to the future with the formation of the 
Mary K. Hubard Fund. 

2014 Founders Circle Secret Lunch – Celebrating 
Today, Honoring Yesterday 

The secret is out. On May 8, 2014, Wilton House Museum 
honored its Founders Circle members by hosting a secret 
lunch. As leadership donors to Wilton House Museum, 
these generous members were treated to a day of fun and 
learning. Our guests arrived at Wilton House Museum for 
conversation and a champagne toast. Executive Director, 
Keith MacKay entertained the group highlighting some 
of the accomplishments for the 2013-2014 year and an 
explanation of why the secret location was selected. Upon 
learning the secret, members were transported to the newly 
revealed lunch location. Lindsay B. Wortham generously 
opened her historic family home on Monument Avenue for 
our special event. Her home, designed by Colonial Revival 
Architect William Bottomley, was constructed by Claiborne 
and Taylor, same firm responsible for the restoration of 
Wilton eighty years ago. 

We hope you can join us for next year’s Founders Circle 
Secret Lunch! 

Pictured: Members of the Hubard family: Harrison 
Hubard Jr., Mary Knox Hubard Bilisoly, and 

Kenzie Hubard



2014 Programs and Events
Jammin’ on the James
Saturday, July 12; 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Featuring: The Tom Cunningham Orchestra

Join us this summer for free concerts on the grounds of Wilton.  Bring 
a picnic dinner and your favorite lawn chair for family-friendly music on 
our scenic terrace overlooking the James River.  Enjoy complimentary 
evening tours of  Wilton as well as face-painting, games, and crafts for 
children.
Free admission.  All concerts are rain or shine.  Donations appreciated.

Sponsored In Part By:

Family Day
Wednesday, July 16; 1:00 p.m.
Activity: Arts and Crafts
School’s out for the summer, but there is still a place the young student in 
your home can learn and have a good time.  Bring the family by for a tour of 
the historic house, geared for elementary and middle school aged children,           
followed by a selection of arts and crafts activities.  The best part is that this 
opportunity is offered at a reduced rate.  Reserve a spot today.
$6 per person.   Advanced reservations are required.

Colonial Kids’ Camp
July 21 to 25; 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Wilton House Museum offers an exciting week exploring life in Colonial Virginia.  
Campers will learn how early Virginians dressed, played, and lived in the days 
before modern technology!  Learn to churn butter, decorate a floor cloth, design 
your own colonial chamber, create watercolor paintings, and play like you’re living 
in the 18th century!  Take part in an archaeological “dig” and discover long-buried 
treasures; build a “brick” wall and tear it down; and express yourself by decorating it 
in the “latest” fashion; and help gather care-packages for troops.  The week wraps up 
with tours led by the campers.
Advanced reservations are required.  Registration forms can be found on the Wilton 
website or at the front desk of the museum.

Keep up with the latest programs, events, and more by visiting our website
www.wiltonhousemuseum.org



Jammin’ on the James
Saturday, August 9; 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Featuring: Susan Greenbaum

Join us this summer for free concerts on the grounds of Wilton.  Bring a picnic dinner 
and your favorite lawn chair for family-friendly music on our scenic terrace overlooking 
the James River.  Enjoy complimentary evening tours of  Wilton as well as face-painting, 
games, and crafts for kids.
Free admission.  All concerts are rain or shine.  Donations appreciated. 

Sponsored In Part By:

Family Day
Wednesday, August 20; 1:00 p.m.
Activity: Colonial Cooking
School’s out for the summer, but there is still a place the young student in 
your home can learn and have a good time.  Bring the family by for a tour of 
the   historic house, geared for elementary and middle school aged children, 
followed by a lesson in colonial cooking.  Reserve a spot today.
$10 per person.   All ingredients and supplies provided.  Advanced                
reservations are required

A Georgian Folly for the 21st Century
Thursday, September 25; 6:00 p.m.
Interior designer, architect, and preservationist Ralph Harvard will take you on 
a journey through the design and furnishing process of an historically-inspired 
house.  Harvard’s process includes the use of pattern-book interpretation, physical      
evaluation, and historical inspiration.  Join us for this evening lecture on the fitting of 
a modern house with historical elegance.  Light reception to follow.

$10 per person.  Free to Members.  Tickets can be purchased at the door in advance at 
www.wiltonhousemuseum.org.

The Road to Black Ned’s Forge 
Thursday, October 17; 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Book Talk with Col. Turk McCleskey
Virginia Military Institute history professor Colonel N. Turk McCleskey discusses and signs 
his book The Road to Black Ned’s Forge: A Story of Race, Sex, and Trade on the Colonial 
American Frontier. Tours of Wilton House will also be available before and after the talk. 

This book talk is part of The Virginia Literary Festival, a week-long series of book talks, 
workshops, celebrations, and literary events for readers and authors. For more information on 
The Virginia Literary Festival visit, http://www.literaryva.com/.  



Alexander Spostwood served as Lieutenant Governor of Virginia from 1710 until 1722. During his administration 
he advocated for more enlightened treatment of the Native Americans, trade regulations, and western expansion. A 
granddaughter of Alexander Spotswood married Peter Randolph, son of the builder of Wilton. Descendants treasured the 
waistcoat for generations. At some point, possibly to share the relic among heirs, the waistcoat was cut into quarters. It was 
a front half of the waistcoat that was given to Wilton House Museum. 
  
Noted conservator Loreen Finkelstein is expertly handing the conservation of the item. The fragile fabric will be removed 
from the acidic backing and frame, the object carefully cleaned with gentle textile vacuum and brush and after cleaning, 
the item will be stitched onto a mounting fabric before being placed in a protective new frame. 
The Virginia Association of Museums awarded the conservation needs of Lieutenant Governor Alexander Spotwood’s 
waistcoat its People’s Choice Award garnering international support and attention. The historically significant textile was 
featured in the Virginia Association of Museum’s Top 10 Endangered Artifacts program and was even the subject of a 
creative Youtube video.  Donations and well-wishes in support of its conservation arrived from people and organizations 
from around the country. 

The conservation of the waistcoat was funded by The Kirby Fund and with further support from the Spotswood Family 
Descendants and numerous individuals.

Crème de la Creamer

A delicate Rococo style silver creamer is the latest addition to the Wilton House 
Museum collection.  

Created in the mid-18th century by noted English silversmith David Hennell (1712-
1785) such a fine sliver object would have decorated the tea table of a fashionable 
hostess enjoying the pastime of coffee and tea consumption. A playful allusion to the 
function of the object is made by the inclusion of a cow and barn within a cartouche on 
the creamer’s side. David Hennell worked well into advanced age and founded a dynasty 
of silversmiths, with eight descendants, and a half-brother, following his footsteps. 

Collections Update

Conservation of  The People’s Choice: 
Lieutenant Governor Spotswood’s Waistcoat

Wilton House Museum’s collection includes a small but significant number of textiles 
associated with historic individuals or representative of Colonial or Federal dress.  
The majority of these rare surviving textiles came to the museum as donations from 
descendants – relics preserved for generations with varying histories and levels of 
preservation.  One such item is one front half of an eighteenth-century gentleman’s silk 
waistcoat donated to the museum in the 1930s by descendants of Alexander Spostwood 
with a purported history of having belonged to their illustrious ancestor. 

The gift of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Miller, this cream pitcher is contemporary to the building of Wilton by William 
and Ann Randolph. The creamer was a wedding gift to the Millers from family friends. The addition of this creamer to 
our collection will allow greater flexibility in our interpretation of Wilton.  “There are many fine pieces of silver in our 
collection, but no creamers from mid-century, until now,” states Brenda Parker, chairman of the Wilton House Mu-
seum Board, “We are very grateful that the Millers considered Wilton the perfect home for their gift.” 



JOIN US!

Thursday mornings at 6:00 a.m. for Yoga at Wilton
Drop-ins welcome!

Summer Special $5.00 per session for Friends of Wilton.

Nadine Dorrington (E-RYT) stepped into her first yoga class in 1993 and dabbled for many 
years until 2007, when she discovered Ashtanga Vinyasa Yoga. She immediately fell in love 
with the method and has been a dedicated practitioner since. A graduate of Charlottesville 
Yoga School, Nadine’s understanding of the human body in motion is enhanced by over 

two decades of experience as a dancer, choreographer, and dance educator. She has studied 
with many gifted teachers, including Sharath Rangaswamy, Lino Miele, Tim Miller, Kino 

MacGregor, and Tias Little.  Her teaching style is down-to-earth and encouraging with 
an emphasis on exploring the body’s potential through safe alignment. Nadine currently 

offers private and corporate classes, and has taught at and continues to work with many of 
the Richmond area’s premiere yoga studios and fitness centers.

PLAN YOUR NEXT EVENT...

Wilton’s grounds are the perfect place for your next event, 
from weddings to corporate picnics, the terraces and 
Dependency meeting space give you the flexibility and flow 
to accomodate groups from 50 to 200 with ease.

Contact Elizabeth Fleming in the office for information on 
pricing and availability.
804.282.5936 x 3 or email nscda-va@comcast.net
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Take flight this summer with fun volunteer opportunities at Wilton House Museum! 
Volunteers serve in a variety of ways: leading tours, greeting visitors, and assisting with 

behind the scenes preservation projects, and lend a hand and a smile at public events. 

Volunteers participate in training and education programs, receive free admission to our 
lectures and programs, take part in volunteer only events, and enjoy the opportunity of 

working with a fun group of like-minded people. 

To learn more about volunteer opportunities, please contact Director of Education, William 
Strollo at (804) 282-5936 ext 4 or at wstrollo@wiltonhousemuseum.org

Our next tour guide training class will begin in September 2014 


