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Wilton News

Collections Update
Wilton House Museum announces the recent acquisition of a portrait of Governor Peyton Randolph, a dashing and 
romantic painting by American artist Thomas Sully. After centuries of private ownership the painting now joins other 
Randolph family portraits on display in Wilton House Museum. This acquisition enhances our collection, advances our 
interpretive story, and connects the Randolph family and Wilton collection to one of the more dramatic moments in 
Virginia’s history, the 1811 Richmond Theatre fire that claimed the lives of seventy-two people.

Peyton Randolph (1779-1828) is the son of Edmund Randolph and Elizabeth Nicholas.  Edmund had a distinguished 
career as George Washington’s aide-de-camp, the first United States Attorney General, and seventh Governor of Virginia.  
Peyton had a respectable career in politics, but is best remembered for serving as Acting-Governor of Virginia following 
the death of Governor George William Smith in the Richmond Theatre fire on December 26, 1811.  

As the senior member of the Council of State, Randolph acted as governor 
until January 3, 1812, when the House of Delegates was able to reconvene 
and elect a new governor.  Later, Randolph was an official reporter for 
the Virginia Reports, which was the official court reporter of the Virginia 
Supreme Court, until his death in 1828.

Having studied the painting of miniatures in Charleston, South Carolina, 
Thomas Sully (1783 – 1871) joined his brother Lawrence in Richmond and 
opened an artist’s studio where from 1804 through 1806 he painted portraits 
of prominent Virginians such as Peyton Randolph. Moving from Richmond, 
Sully studied under portrait artist Gilbert Stuart before establishing his 
studio in Philadelphia where he continued to paint masterly portraits 
and dramatic scenes from literature and history. “Thomas Sully is one of 
nineteenth-century America’s most important artists, whose career began in 
the Commonwealth of Virginia.  Very few of his early works have survived 
today, so it is why it is a red-letter day for Wilton to obtain a handsome 
portrait such as the portrayal of Mr. Randolph,” says Dr. William Keyse 
Rudolph, the Andrew W. Mellon Chief Curator and The Marie and Hugh 
Halff Curator of American Art at the San Antonio Museum of Art. Article continued on page 2



 Dr. Rudolph is the curator of the first United States Sully retrospective exhibition in thirty years: Thomas Sully: Painted 
Performances.  Sully is best known for his portraits, especially those of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and the 
Marquis de Lafayette.  Sully’s portrait of Andrew Jackson is represented on the twenty dollar bill. 

The acquisition of this portrait was made possible by funds restricted to the museum collection and by generous 
contributions in support of this acquisition by museum supporters Anne Shanklin Warlick, Brenda Parker, Susan 
J. Rawles, and Betsy Boswell (Mrs. Marvin C. Boswell). We are further grateful to report that fine arts and object 
conservator Scott Nolley, of Fine Art Conservation of Virginia, has donated the conservation of this fine portrait as an 
expression of his support of its acquisition by Wilton House Museum.

Thank You to Our Volunteers
Volunteers contribute a tremendous amount of service behind-the-scenes and on the “frontline” at Wilton.  Their 
dedication helps us to preserve and share this historic landmark.  Without the help of each one of our volunteers, 
Wilton would not be the museum that an increasing number visitors flock to every year.  
As the museum’s programs, events, and exhibitions continue to grow, we will increasingly look to our faithful volunteers 
for their continued support, as we could not have done as well without them. Thank you to the Wilton Volunteers for 
their tireless efforts. If you are interested in joining us as a volunteer, contact William at wilton programs@comcast.
net or (804)282-5936, ext. 4.

Wilton House Museum will be 
featured during the Richmond episode of 

Antiques Roadshow.
Please join us in the Education Room to 

view this exciting segment.
Monday, May 19, 2014  -  7:30 p.m. (the 

show starts at 8:00 p.m.)
Space is limited, so reserve your seat now.  

804-282-5936 x 3
Check your local PBS listing to verify 

your personal viewing. 

We are finalizing the plans for 
the 2014 Founders Circle secret 
event. This special celebration 

honors donors who have given or 
pledged at least $1,000 this fiscal 
year (June 1, 2013-May 31, 2014).
The location will not be revealed 
until our guests arrive at Wilton. 
For now, save the date, May 8, 

2014. Invitations and a few more 
details will be mailed to our 

Founders Circle members next 
month. You won’t want to miss 

the fun!



Annual Fund Dollars in Action

Wilton House Museum’s tall case clock made circa 1795 in 
Roxbury, Massachusetts, by Simon Willard proudly keeps 
time in our passage.  The federal mahogany clock features an 
arched hood with carved fretwork and saw-tooth decoration 
flanked by stop-fluted brass-mounted columns with cast-brass 
Corinthian capitals. Bellflower and fan inlay with central 
leaf and insect inlay decorate the base.  The clock’s face has a 
white-painted dial with calendar, date and seconds registers, 
centering the painted inscription “Simon Willard”. Four 
spandrels have female figures representing the four seasons.  
Bernard Robb donated this clock to the NSCDA-VA in 1937 
in memory of his wife, Nancy Darling Robb. 

Last month, clock conservator and restorer Douglas Whitesell 
performed a routine inspection of the clock’s works and 
conducted the necessary maintenance to keep our treasured 
timepiece in tic-toc shape. Your Annual Fund gifts allow Wilton 
House Museum to pay for this vital preservation.  Your support 
enables current visitors to enjoy this impressive piece as they 
enter the lower passage and ensure future generations will also be 
able hear the beauty of its hourly chimes. Thank you for making 
Wilton House Museum’s Annual Fund a priority. 

Chipstone Foundation Sponsors Museum Think Tank  

Creative leaders in the museum, movies, architecture, and archeology professions gathered at Wilton House 
Museum for a day of ideation and dialog about future museum interpretation and programming. Inspired by 
our mission statement, strategic plan, and the findings of our recent paint analysis investigation, Chipstone 
Foundation sponsored this Idea Day to offer advice and suggest paths to relevancy.  Participants Jon Prown, 
Carl Lounsburry, Sumpter Priddy, David Crank, Donna Harris, Franklin Vagnone, Mark Wenger, and Sylvia 
Yount offered advice and suggestions on ways to invigorate our museum interpretation and programming. 

Chipstone Foundation was established in 1983 to promote and enhance research in and understanding, 
appreciation, and knowledge of American material culture, emphasizing the decorative arts, on the part of 
scholars, students and the public at large.  Jon Prown, executive director of Chipstone Foundation, stated in 
his closing remarks “I would say that you have the most progressive, inspiring, mission statement that I have 
ever seen in an American House Museum.” 

  WILTON MISSION: To increase public understanding of life in Virginia since the 18th century, 
  the paradox of hardship amid elegance, and how the past continues to shape life in America today.

For more information on the Chipstone Foundation please visit http://www.chipstone.org/
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An excerpt from the Feb. 10, 2014 Wall Street Journal article 
Ten Ways You’re Probably Leaving money on the Table  

Gift Securities to Charity
It’s common to reach for the checkbook when a charity comes knocking, but experts say more 
people should think about another option: stock. By gifting stock that has  increased in value 
instead of selling it and donating the cash, a donor can avoid paying capital-gains tax, which has the 
potential to save thousands come tax time.

Potential savings from… 
Stock Donations to Charity
 A tax savings of $3,000 if you donated 500 shares with 
capital gains of $20,000 (taxed at the 15% long-term 
capital- gains rate)

 
For questions on this or any other 
related need, contact Beth Johnson, 
Director of Development at 
 804-282-5936 x 8.  

 

 



Spring 2014 Programs and Events
Washington at Wilton
Saturday, March 22; 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

As the storm of the American Revolution nears, a convention of Virginia 
delegates has just met at St. John’s Church, in Richmond.  Patrick Henry 
proclaimed “Give me Liberty, or give me Death!”  Following the 2nd Virginia 
Convention, George Washington spends three days at Wilton.  This one-day 
event has members of the  surrounding community join Washington at Wilton to 
discuss what may lie ahead for the Virginians.  During your tour, join in on the 
conversation as Washington helps to calm his fellow Virginians on the eve of the 
Revolution.   
Admission fee.

To the Best of Our Knowledge: History, Science, and Furnishing Textiles
Thursday, April 10; 6:00 p.m. 

Traditionally, curators have relied largely on period graphics to determine what 
slipcovers, carpets, and  window and bed curtains might have looked like as 
they recreate historic interiors.  Increasingly, scientific investigations–using 
paint analysis, x-rays, and rare earth magnets–are challenging that approach, 
with interesting results.  Textile historian Natalie Larson highlights how  recent 
investigations at Mount Vernon, Montpelier, Historic Charleston, and the 
MFA in Boston,  together with new discoveries in museum  collections,  have 
influenced the way furnishing textiles are used in historic house museums.
$10 admission.  Free to Members.

Operation: Comforts from Home
May 2014

In the more than 235 years since the United States declared its independence from Great Britain, war has been a part of 
life that every generation endures.  Whether the war is taking place at home or half the world away, there are those who 
give up the comforts of home to fight for a cause greater than themselves.  Operation: Comforts from Home honors 
those who fought for liberty and supports those who continue to fight for liberty.  Visitors who bring a new, unopened 
“comfort” item to Wilton during the month of May will receive complimentary admission to the historic house and 
exhibitions.

Minimum 1(one) item per visitor.  A list of approved items can be found on our 
website and at the front desk at Wilton.  
Complimentary tour must be redeemed upon delivery of donation item(s).

Wilton Spring Break Days 
April 15 to April 18; All day

Free tours and historic house scavenger hunt for all children during Spring Break.



Family Day
Wednesday, June 18; 1:00 p.m.
Activity: Archaeology Dig

School’s out for the summer, but there is still a place the young student in your home 
can learn and have a good time.  Bring the family by for a tour of the historic house, 
geared for elementary and middle school aged children, followed by colonial games and                    
activities.  The best part is that this opportunity is offered at a reduced rate.  
$6 per person.  Advanced reservations are required and can be made by visiting our website.

Jammin’ on the James: Free Summer Concert Series
Saturday, June 14; 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Featuring: Andy Vaughn and the Driveline

Join us this summer for free concerts on the grounds of 
Wilton.  Bring a picnic dinner and your favorite lawn chair 
for family-friendly  music on our scenic terrace overlooking 
the James River.  Enjoy complimentary walk-through tours of 
Wilton as well as face-painting, games, and crafts for kids.

Free admission.  All concerts are rain or shine.  Donations 
appreciated. 

Exhibitions
Randolph Family Reunion
November 1, 2013 to April 20, 2014
This exhibition reunites three centuries of Randolphs through their stories, contributions, and 
personal effects.  What their stories and actions provide are information on how the Randolphs and 
their heirs refused to be bystanders in a land that, from its infancy, grew to become a leading nation 
that regularly called upon its best and brightest for support and leadership.
This exhibition is made possible by The Harrison Foundation.

What History Reveals
May 20, 2014 to October 5, 2014
Have you ever wondered how a museum determines the history of the objects in its collection?  Learn the questions and 
discover the clues to find out how museum curators reveal the history of their artifacts.  This exhibition also features three 
artifacts from our collection that were seen on Antiques Roadshow.  

Keep up with the latest programs and events by visiting our website, 
www.wiltonhousemuseum.org.

Playing at the Altria (Landmark) Theater for the Richmond 

Forum.  


